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ACTION NEA-09 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-03 H-02 INR-07 L-02 

NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 USIA-06 OMB-01 

AID-05 SAB-01 SAM-01 /062 W 

033557 

R 05 1 529Z MAY 75 
FM AMEMBASSY DAMASCUS 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 3361 
INFO AMEMBASSY AMMAN 
AMEMBASSY BEIRUT 
AMEMBASSY ABU DHABI 
AMEMBASSY CAIRO 
AMEMBASSY DOHA 
AMEMBASSY JIDDA 
AMEMBASSY KUWIAIT 
AMEMBASSY MANAMA 
AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV 

CONFIDENTIAL DAMASCUS 1640 

BEIRUT ALSO FOR BAGHDAD 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, SY, XF 

SUB J : KHADDAM'S MISSION TO GULF STATES 

1. FONMIN KHADDAM HAS IN PAST FEW DAYS PRESENTED PERSONAL 
LETTERS FROM ASAD TO RULERS OF KUWAIT, BAHRAIN, QATAR AND 
ABU DHABI. WHILE DAMASCUS MEDIA HAS BEEN SILENT ON THE 
PRECISE PURPOSE OF HIS MISSION, WE ASSUME BASED ON OUR DIPLOMATIC 
AND FONMINISTRY CONTACTS, THAT HIS PRINCIPAL PURPOSE 

WAS TO COUNTER IRAQ'S DIPLOMATIC OFFENSIVE IN THE SYRO- 
IRAQI DISPUTE OVER DIVISION OF EUPHRATES WATERS. 

2. MEANWHILE, THE FIRST ROUND OF SAUDI MEDIATION 
REPORTEDLY ENDED INCONCLUSIVELY WITH SYRIAN EUPHRATES DAM 
MINISTER KAHALEH AND IRAQ I RRIGATION MINISTER TALABANI 
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PROGRESS. SAUDI MINISTER OF PETROLEUM YAMANI RETURNED 
TO DAMASCUS MAY 4 FOR FURTHER CONTACTS. 

3. SYRIAN SPOKESMEN, DISCOMFITED OVER THE 

WIDE-RANGEING IRAQI DIPLOMATIC OFFENSIVE, HAS RESPONDED SHRILLY 
IN RECENT ATTACKS ON IRAQ. WE ASSUME THAT KHADDAM IN HURRIEDLY 
ARRANGING TO VISIT THE GULF STATES, LEAVING BEHIND HIM 
IN DAMASCUS BOTH ARAB LEAGUE SYG RIAD AND SWEDISH MINSTATE 
CARL LIDBOM MAY HAVE SOUGHT EXPLOIT UNEASY GULF 
RELATIONS WITH BAGHDAD. WE SUSPECT HE MAY HAVE GIVEN 
ASSURANCES TO VARIOUS RULERS THAT NOT ONLY HAS NO DEAL YET 
BEEN STRUCK BETWEEN DAMASCUS AND BAGHDAD BUT ALSO THAT 
ANY DEAL WHICH IS ACHIEVED WILL IN NO WAY DISADVANTAGE 
THE GULF STATES'. 

4. DAMASCUS 1582, BEING REPEATED TO KUWAIT, MANAMA, DOHA 
AND ABU DHABI GIVES FLAVOR OF CURRENT TOP LEVEL 
SYRIAN ATTITUDES TOWARDS SETTLEMENT WITH IRAQIS. 

MURPHY 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: DISPUTES, PRESIDENTIAL MISSIONS, WATER RIGHTS, RIVERS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 05 MAY 1975 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: CunninFX 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1975DAMASC01640 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D7501 57-1 194 
From: DAMASCUS 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1975/newtext/t19750578/aaaactsw.tel 

Line Count: 80 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION NEA 
Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: CunninFX 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 30 JUL 2003 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <30 JUL 2003 by CunninFX>; APPROVED <21 NOV 2003 by CunninFX> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
05 JUL 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: KHADDAM'S MISSION TO GULF STATES 
TAGS: PFOR, SY, XF 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



